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Foundem was struck by Google’s Algorithm A penalty (and effectively disappeared from 
Google’s all important search results) within hours or days of launching the fully-fledged, 
search-engine-crawlable, version of our comparison-shopping domain… 
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The earliest archived page of 
Foundem’s Beta site appears 

in May 2005

Foundem was struck by Google’s Algorithm A penalty (and effectively disappeared from 
Google’s all important search results) within hours or days of launching the fully-fledged, 
search-engine-crawlable, version of our comparison-shopping domain… 
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Algorithm A Panda

May 2005

Note that many of the following 
screenshots were obtained from 
the Wayback machine, which 
does not always do a perfect job 
of archiving and retaining all of a 
website’s underlying images.
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Primarily Driven by Parameterised Search Forms
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Primarily Driven by Parameterised Search Forms
(which are not accessible to SE crawlers) 

A Few Canned (“One-Click”) Searches
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Additional Canned 
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Clickable/Crawlable Product Topology
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But searches were still initiated 
through parameterised search forms
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Still Driven by Search Forms
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This transition to a model-grid based interface went live between the 22nd and 26th of June 2006

22nd - 26th of June ‘06 

i.e., less than a day or week before 
Foundem was effectively “disappeared” 

from Google’s search results by the 
Algorithm A penalty
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Prior to this, these product 
category pages did not exist.

Why does this matter?
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20082006 2007 2009 2010 2011 2012

Tens of Thousands of Product 
Price Comparison Pages

Hundreds of Rich, Explorable 
and Crawlable Product 

Category Pages (Model Grids)

Prior to this, these product 
category pages did not exist.

And, as a consequence, 
the vast majority of 

Foundem’s product price 
comparison pages were 
effectively invisible to 

search engine crawlers.

Why does this matter?
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